Coronavirus Crisis (COVID-19) Policy
The aim of this policy is to ensure as much as possible the safety of all staff, children and their families who will be attending St Colum’s Pre-School during the current Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID 19).
Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing principles as adults. 

Procedure for arrival and departure of children to the setting.
On arrival parents must use the door buzzer to alert staff of your arrival.  To ensure practice of social distancing a member of staff will meet our child and bring them into the setting.  At 12pm staff will release children to parents.  Parents must not enter the setting during this time. Parents must maintain a safe distance from each other when waiting for their child to enter/leave the Pre-School.
Hand cleaning .
Staff will take children to the bathroom area upon arrival, after outside play, before snack, before and after sand and dough play during their stay to wash their hands.  Staff will support children to ensure they use soap and water and have thoroughly cleaned their hands.  Hands will be dried using disposable paper towels.  Staff members will regularly wash and sanitise their hands during the session following the same procedure.
Adult to child ratio.
If due to staff illness we are unable to offer a staff to child ratio of 1:8 we will be unable to provide a safe environment for children and will have to close the setting.   
Cleaning of resources and environment.
As the Pre-School offers 2 sessions staff will under-take a deep clean after each session with all areas and resources being thoroughly cleaned.  For additional safety there will be a different set of resources for each session. The Pre-School has purchased a steam cleaner to ensure that this can be carried out in an efficient timescale. Staff will have a change of uniform to reduce the risk of contamination.

Protective clothing for staff
Staff will wear face masks/shields during the Pre-School along with a pocketed tabard to ensure materials they use for recording observations etc are used only by them.   Staff will wear disposable aprons, gloves and face masks when carrying out intimate care tasks.

Self-Isolation
Parents/carers have been provided with guidance from the PHA and signed a COVID19 agreement to ensure they follow the correct procedures. If you or someone in your household is experiencing symptoms including:
A new continuous cough or a high temperature
It is your responsibility to self-isolate (stay at home for 14 days). You must not bring your child to the setting or report to the setting for work. 
If a child displays symptoms of COVID19/becomes ill at the Pre-School
A member of staff will isolate with the child from the rest of the group in our designated isolation area (entrance hall, the windows and main door will be opened for ventilation) and the child’s parents will be contacted by telephone to arrange collection.  The member of staff supervising the child will be required to wear their face shield, disposable face mask, gloves, and apron during this time.  There area will then be thoroughly cleaned.
If a member of staff displays symptoms in pre-school they will be sent immediately and advised to follow PHA guidance for households with possible Coronavirus infection.
If a member of staff displays symptoms at home or are advised to self-isolate, they must follow PHA guidance for households with possible Coronavirus infection.
Visitors to the Pre-School
Only essential visitors will be permitted to the Pre-School and only at a time when children have left for the day, with the exception of visitors such as education psychologist, health visitor, Early Years Inclusion Service etc.., who will be admitted to observe children for developmental assessment.  Upon arrival visitors must wear a face mask, use hand sanitiser and add their contact details to our track and trace visitors book (this will allow us to contact them should there be a positive case of COVID19 within the Pre-School).
 Members of staff working from home.
If a member of staff falls into the category of those at high risk, they should work from home where possible.  These include:
· Solid organ transplant recipients.
· People with specific cancers.
· People with cancer who are undergoing active chemotherapy or radical radiotherapy for lung cancer.
· People with cancers of the blood or bone marrow such as leukaemia,
· lymphoma or myeloma who are at any stage of treatment.
· People having immunotherapy or other continuing antibody treatments for cancer.
· People having other targeted cancer treatments which can affect the immune system, such as protein kinase inhibitors or PARP inhibitors.
· People who have had bone marrow or stem cell transplants in the last 6 months, or who are still taking immunosuppression drugs.
· People with respiratory conditions including all cystic fibrosis, asthma and COPD.
· People with rare diseases and inborn errors of metabolism that significantly increase the risk of infections (such as SCID, homozygous sickle cell disease).
· People on immunosuppression therapies enough to significantly increase risk of infection.
· Women who are pregnant and who also have significant heart disease, congenital or acquired.

Only children of keywork staff who are working on the front line are eligible to attend the pre-school during any official lockdown.  The list of those children is as follows:
· Health and Social Care. This includes doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social workers, home carers and staff required to maintain our health and social care sector. 
· Education and childcare. This includes pre-school and teaching staff, social workers and those specialist education professionals who will remain active during the Covid-19 response.
· Public safety and national security. This includes civilians and officers in the police (including key contractors), Fire and Rescue Service, prison service and other national security roles.
· Transport. This will include those keeping air, water, road and rail transport modes operating during the Covid-19 response.
· Utilities and Communication. This includes staff needed for oil, gas, electricity and water (including sewage) and primary industry supplies, to continue during the Covid-19 response, as well as key staff in telecommunications, post and delivery, services and waste disposal. 
· Food and other necessary goods. This includes those involved in food production, processing, distribution, and sale, as well as those essential to the provision of other key goods (e.g. hygiene, medical etc). 
· Other workers essential to delivering key public services. 
· Key national and local government including those administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the Covid-19 response. 
· Vulnerable children are defined currently as those children who need protection, or in need, as defined by the Children (NI) Order 1995.



If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 


The pre-school will remain open to all children at this time, as the situation and Government advice is continuously being updated and changing our position on staying open and our policy and procedures may change.




